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Applicants
needed for advisory boards
Students encouraged to apply

Climb, explore cool vehicles at
Big Truck Day Sept. 24
Trucks, tractors and other big rigs are convening at the 12th annual Big
Truck Day Saturday, Sept. 24, from 9 a.m. until noon in the east parking lot
of Central Park, 8595 Central Park Place.
Families can interact with and learn about a variety of trucks while climbing,
touching and exploring them. Fan-favorite vehicles on display include an
ambulance, fire truck and police car! Other vehicles may include a snowplow,
school bus, tow-truck, garbage truck, ice cream truck and more.
This event is a partnership between Woodbury Parks and Recreation, Public
Works, Public Safety and the Washington County Library. A special thanks to
City and County Credit Union for the financial sponsorship of Big Truck Day.

Learn about the candidates
Get to know your candidates and hear
their views on the issues by watching
two upcoming candidate forums sponsored by the League of Women Voters
Woodbury Cottage Grove Area.
The forums will air on government access Channel 18 or high
definition Channel 859 (Comcast).
They also will be streamed live
– and archived for later viewing
– on the South Washington County
Telecommunications Commission
(SWCTC) website at swctc.org/2022Elections.
There will be no in-person audience at
the candidate forums. Viewers of the
live stream will be able to call or text
their questions to a phone number
that will be displayed on screen. They
can also submit questions in advance
to lwvwcg.forums@gmail.com.

League of Women Voters
Woodbury Cottage Grove
Area Candidate Forums
Monday, Sept. 12
z State Senate District 47 and State

House of Representatives Districts
47A and 47B (7 p.m.)

z Washington County Commissioner

District 5 candidates (8:15 p.m.)

Tuesday, Sept. 20
z Woodbury mayoral and City

Council candidates (7 p.m.)

Candidate profiles
SWCTC also is inviting candidates
running for city, county, and state
house of representatives and senate
offices to record a two-and-a-halfminute candidate profile video. Videos
will be released beginning Sept. 22 on
government access Channel 18 or high
definition Channel 859 (Comcast) and
online at swctc.org.

Applications are being accepted
through Friday, Oct. 14, for openings
on Woodbury advisory commissions.
Residents appointed to these groups
serve on a volunteer basis. The term is
for three years in most instances.
Joining an advisory commission is
a great way to learn more about the
community and develop leadership
skills. Diverse candidates are encouraged to apply as the City of Woodbury
values people of all backgrounds and
experiences.
The city is seeking volunteers to
fill vacancies on the commissions.
In some instances, incumbents are
eligible for reappointment. In addition, pending City Council approval
on Aug. 31, there are up to two
openings on the Parks and Natural
Resources Commission and Planning
Commission for 1oth- and 11thgrade high school students who are
Woodbury residents. If approved,
student representatives will serve a
one-year term, with the possibility of
serving a second year as determined
by the City Council.
The groups with vacancies in 2023
include:
Audit and Investment Commission
(AIC) – The commission assists the

City Council in reviewing the city’s
financial affairs. Responsibilities
include recommending the appointment of the independent auditors and
reviewing: the city’s annual financial
information, annual audit report and
management letter, the adequacy and
effectiveness of accounting and financial controls, and the city’s investment
policy and portfolio. The AIC generally
meets three times per year.

Economic Development
Commission (EDC) – The EDC is

responsible for developing a strategic
plan, including long-range strategies
for economic development for the
city. The commissioners recommend
economic development policies and
programs to the City Council and
work with the city’s economic development consultant, City Council and
staff in promoting the city, attracting
economic growth and development,
and retaining businesses in the community.
Parks and Natural Resources
Commission – The commission

is responsible for advising the City
Council and other advisory commissions regarding matters relevant to
parks, natural resources, and recreation. The commission encourages
the conservation and preservation of
natural resources in order to achieve
a more sustainable community. The
commission also encourages the dissemination of information to, and
coordination with, individuals and
organizations interested in parks,
natural resources and recreation
functions such as garden clubs, civic
organizations, other communities and
other groups providing recreation programming in the city such as athletic
groups.
Planning Commission – The
Planning Commission is responsible
for all questions relating to planning,
zoning and sign regulations. It reviews
all applications for development and
recommends approval or denial based
on conformance with the comprehen-
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By Mayor Anne Burt

Measuring for success

I

nside this newsletter, you will find
our annual Performance Scorecard
insert. It is a summary of our
annual Performance Measurement
Program – a report card rating our
performance in providing services,
programs and facilities for the community.

ing. A summary report is also available on the website for those looking
for an easily printable overview of
our program and key highlights of the
most recent reporting year. I encourage you to take some time to view
these measures and see for yourself
how we are doing.

Since the mid-1990s, the City of
Woodbury has published an annual
performance report that currently
provides approximately 340 pieces of
data on the performance of city services and operations.
The purpose of the program is to:
z provide the city with data for

strategic planning;

z collect and share useful informa-

tion to help the City Council
make decisions;

z identify areas of success or areas

in need of improvement; and

z deliver accountability to the pub-

lic by providing a more transparent government.

City management and the City
Council rely on this data to make
informed and data-driven recommendations and decisions. As late
author and organizational management expert Peter Drucker once said,
“If you can’t measure it, you can’t
improve it.” This thought remains
a long-standing value of the City of
Woodbury and its staff.

Performance measurement
online dashboard
First launched in 2021, the city’s
Performance Measurement
Dashboard (available at woodburymn.gov/Performance) is a fully
interactive online dashboard containing all of the city’s performance
measures organized by department.
A key goal of the dashboard is to provide user-friendly charts and graphs
of our performance data that is easily
accessible and available for download. The dashboard features a Key
Performance Indicators section for
those looking for highlights of report-
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The city’s online Performance
Measurement Dashboard is
available at woodburymn.gov/
Performance.

Community Survey
A number of our performance measures are tied directly to data coming
out of the community survey. Every
two years, we survey randomly selected households to rate city services
and the quality of life in Woodbury.
Residents also give their opinions
about some specific issues and potential projects.
The results provide valuable feedback
to the City Council about our ongoing services. The data collected is
used to determine whether the city
is meeting residents’ expectations
and areas where improvements could
be made. For example, the average
amount of time it takes to completely
plow streets after a snow storm is
monitored. By tracking performance,
the Council can determine if service
is improving or declining. Then,

when the city budget is prepared, the
performance measures help Council
evaluate what residents are getting
for the money the city spends and
whether the city is providing citizens
with good value for the tax dollars
they pay.

Certificate of Excellence
for Performance
Management
This is unique work
for a local government. We’ve done
it for many years
and we are known
for performance
tracking efforts.
The International
City/County Management
Association (ICMA) has recognized
our work with a Certificate of
Excellence every year since 2011.
The organization awards certificates
each year to recognize programs
that instill a culture of performance
management, pursue comparative
analysis and data-informed decisionmaking, and promote transparency.
The Certificate of Excellence is the
highest level of achievement. For
2021, 31 cities or counties in the U.S.
received this award and Woodbury
was the only city in Minnesota to
receive this recognition.
To learn more about our performance measurement program, check
out the Performance Scorecard
inside this newsletter and visit the
city’s Performance Measurement
Dashboard at woodburymn.gov/
Performance.

The Woodbury newsletter is published 10 times per year by the City of Woodbury
and mailed to all residents and businesses. Send comments to: Woodbury City Hall,
8301 Valley Creek Road, Woodbury, MN 55125-3330. Phone: 651-714-3500. Email:
jason.egerstrom@woodburymn.gov.
Mayor: Anne Burt. Council Members: Andrea Date, Steve Morris, Jennifer Santini
and Kim Wilson. City Administrator: Clint Gridley. Communications Manager: Jason
Egerstrom.
The City of Woodbury is subject to Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act. In
accordance with the act, the Woodbury newsletter is available in other formats. Call
Jason Egerstrom, 651-714-3500; TDD: 651-714-3568.

Advisory
boards...from
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sive plan and zoning regulations.
South Washington County
Telecommunications Commission
(SWCTC) – The SWCTC is the cable

television franchising authority for the
cities of Woodbury, Cottage Grove,
Newport, St. Paul Park and Grey Cloud
Island Township. The SWCTC manages resources received from the cable
operators on behalf of its member cities and township.
Watershed District – Watershed

districts are special purpose local
units of government with taxing and
limited regulatory authority. A district
is responsible for managing the water
resources within its watershed. The
boundaries of a district follow the natural boundary of a watershed; therefore, districts typically include multiple
cities and/or townships within their
jurisdiction. There are three watershed
districts within Woodbury. The city
makes recommendations for candidates to serve on watershed district
boards, but the actual appointments
are made by Washington County.
Interested candidates will be considered for the district in which they live.
Woodbury residents who are interested in serving on any of these
advisory boards may call City Hall,
651-714-3500, to request an application. Applications also are available
at woodburymn.gov/Commissions.
The deadline for returning completed
applications is Friday, Oct. 14.
The City Council will interview applicants on Saturday, Nov. 5. Criteria
for evaluation include: personal and
professional experience which may
relate to the subject areas of the board
or commission; knowledge of the community; an interest in learning more
about the city government process;
commitment to valuing diverse perspectives with respect to geographic
location, gender, age, race, ability
and experience; and experience from
similar appointments. New appointees
begin their terms in January.

Back-to-school safety reminders
for motorists and pedestrians
School buses and crossing guards have
returned to city streets, as children
throughout Woodbury head back to
school. It’s the time of year when the
Public Safety Department reminds
motorists to drive carefully, watch for
children, and observe all laws pertaining to school zone safety.
Officers monitor motorists for compliance with laws governing school bus
stop arms, crosswalks and speed limits in school zones.

Stop for the buses
Failing to stop for school buses when
the stop arm is extended is a serious
violation which, depending on the circumstances, can result in a substantial
fine, loss of driving privileges, or
even jail time. The Woodbury Police
Department investigates every complaint reported by school bus drivers,
who record license plate numbers of
offending vehicles.
Motorists should know what is
required whenever the flashing amber
or flashing red lights of a school bus
are activated. The Minnesota State
Patrol provides the following descriptions:
z School bus pre-warning
signals – The flashing amber

lights are meant to warn other
drivers that the school bus is preparing to load or unload students.
Upon observing a school bus
displaying flashing amber lights,
be extra alert for children in the
area and be prepared to stop. It is
a gross misdemeanor to pass or
attempt to pass on the right side of
a school bus displaying the amber
flashing warning lights.

z School bus red lights and stop
arm – When the school bus is

stopped with its flashing red lights
activated and its stop arm extended, traffic from both directions
must stop at least 20 feet away
from the school bus. Motorists
must remain stopped until the
stop arm is retracted and the
red lights are no longer flashing.
The only time motorists are not
required to stop for a school bus
with its red lights flashing is when
the bus is on a separate roadway.

Apply now for
2023 Community
Academy!

A separate roadway means a road
that is separated from a parallel
road by a safety isle or safety zone
such as a concrete or grass median.

Interested in public service and
giving back to the community?
Learn from Woodbury leaders
about local government, crosscultural leadership, education,
public safety and much more by
joining the Woodbury Community
Academy (formerly called
Citizens’ Academy)!

More safety reminders
School buses aren’t the only concern
with the kids going back to school.
Pedestrian safety in Woodbury also
is critical. The law is unequivocal:
Drivers must yield to pedestrians.
Following are some additional school
safety reminders for motorists:
z Observe school zone speed limits.

These are either 20 or 25 mph,
and are clearly posted and strictly
enforced when children are present.

z Do not pass on the shoulder.
z You must stop when a school

patrol member has his/her flag
extended at an intersection or
crossing. Think of the flag as the
red light of a traffic signal.

z Yield to pedestrians crossing the

roadway. Drivers must remain
alert and yield to pedestrians at
school crossings, crosswalks and
unmarked intersection locations
throughout the roadway network.

Teach children
While safety messages often go primarily to drivers, it’s important for
parents to instruct their children in
safe crossing practices, and also in
school bus safety. Children need to be
shown how to judge if there is adequate time to cross a street. They must
be alert and cautious at all crossings,
and never enter a road from between
parked cars.
Students also should be told to:
z Wait for the school bus at least 10

feet from the road - further if the
weather is bad.

z Remember that motorists may not

always stop for the school bus as
they should. When crossing the
road, wait for a signal to cross
from the bus driver, then look left,
right, and left again, and continue
to look and listen as they cross the
road.

z Never cross behind the school bus.
z Stay out of the danger zones of

the school bus (10 feet around the
bus). Make sure they can see the
bus driver and the bus driver can
see them!

z Wait until the school bus has

come to a complete stop before
approaching the bus.

z Walk facing traffic on neighbor-

hood streets where there are no
trails or sidewalks.

z Make eye contact with drivers

when crossing a street to ensure
they see you.

Questions relating to school bus or
school zone safety can be directed to
the Public Safety Department at
651-714-3600.

The academy, returning for
its 14th consecutive spring in
2023, consists of eight sessions,
designed to educate participants
about the city, build connections
and encourage more involvement
in the community in a behindthe-scenes experience.
The weekly sessions will begin
in February 2023 and continue
through mid-April 2023. The
academy is open to the public
and is limited to 30 persons.
Diverse candidates are encouraged to apply as the Woodbury
Community Foundation values
people of all backgrounds and
experiences.
To apply for the 2023 Community
Academy or for more information,
visit the Woodbury Community
Foundation website at woodburyfoundation.org or send an email
to wca@woodburyfoundation.org.

GoWashingtonMN.com is your
one-stop transportation resource
Washington County has a new onestop transportation resource hub in
GoWashingtonMN.com.

As a continuation of the work that
the county does to connect residents
to needed services for more active
participation within communities,
GoWashingtonMN.com provides
online transportation information and
current links to service providers.
Website information includes content
and contacts for Metro Mobility,

Transit Link, and other community
options for transportation, such as
ride hail services, local nonprofit and
medical insurance service networks,
circulators, and fixed route buses.
The website includes a “contact us”
button for individualized assistance.
GoWashingtonMN.com is designed to
be a trusted time saver for residents.
If you do not have internet access,
you can learn more by calling 651430-6651.
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Marsh Creek Park play structure
donated to Kids Around the World
The play structure at Marsh Creek
Park reached the end of its useful
life and was removed this summer.
The play equipment was donated to
Kids Around the World, a non-profit
organization that accepts used play
structures, repairs them, and installs
them for children in underprivileged
locations across the globe.
Since 2010, Kids Around the World has
removed old Woodbury playgrounds

and rebuilt them in Poland, Haiti,
Costa Rica, India, Syria, Eswatini
(Africa), Iraq, Jamaica, Peru, Ghana
(Africa) and South Africa. It is
unknown at this time where the Marsh
Creek play structure will find a new
home.
A new play structure will be installed
in Marsh Creek Park in the coming
weeks.

Volunteers from Kids Around the World prepare to load and haul the old
playground equipment from Marsh Creek Park.

Fire won’t wait. Plan your escape™

Fire Prevention Week celebrates 100 years
The Woodbury Emergency Medical
and Fire Services Division is teaming up with National Fire Prevention
Association™ to celebrate the 100th
anniversary of Fire Prevention Week™
Oct. 9-15. This year’s theme is “Fire
won’t wait. Plan your escape.”™ The
campaign works to educate everyone
about the simple but important actions
they can take to keep themselves and
those around them safe from home
fires.

Celebrate Fire Prevention
Week at an open house
Oct. 15

“It’s important for everyone to plan
and practice a home fire escape.
Everyone needs to be prepared in
advance, so they know what to do when
the smoke alarm sounds,” said EMS
Fire Chief Chris Klein. “Have a plan for
everyone in the home. Children, older
adults, and people with disabilities may
need assistance to get out. Make sure
that someone will help them.”

The open house will take place from 9
to 11 a.m. at the Fox Run Fire Station,
1275 Woodbury Drive.

You can climb on the fire trucks
(and meet local firefighters, too) on
Saturday, Oct. 15, when Woodbury’s
Fox Run Fire Station hosts an open
house. Come try on the firefighters’
gear, see if you can handle the heavy
hoses used to put out fires, and check
out the life-saving equipment that
every ambulance carries.

Learn more about Fire Prevention
Week™ and fire prevention in general
at fpw.org. Contact the Woodbury
Public Safety Department at 651-7143600 or fire@woodburymn.gov for
questions about the open house.

